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Rev. Rich Duncan writes...

E — Perhaps you‘ve heard the quip: “If you take
K Christ out of Christmas, all you're left with is M&S!”

{ : Marks & Spencer always invests heavily in
'! - e 2 its December advertising. But this year, instead of
v . just the usual big budget Christmas ad, M&S Food
~ o has released six. That's right, six!! Beautifully pre-

.- - sented in festive, fire-lit rooms, celebrities including

Dawn French, Katherine Jenkins and Ryan Rey-
nolds, will be trying to get us to fork out (get it?)
for an array of mouthwatering delights. After all, this is not just food,
this is M&S Food.

But before you think I'm on commission, this is going somewhere.
I promise.

This December, I want us to feast on something far better than
the culinary delights of Christmas. Even better than the fantastic three-
course dinner at our Advent Lunch (12pm on 1st), or the mince pies and
mulled wine at our Carols by Candlelight (7.30pm on 15th), or the
chocolate at our Nativity Service & Christmas Party for children (10am

on 22n), or the sweets at our Christingle Services (3pm, 4.15 and 5.30

on 24™), With all the busyness of this month, it's all too easy to miss out
on the main meal at these and other events, the true feast of this season.



Nineteenth-century preacher Charles Spurgeon put it like this,

"We have nearly arrived at the great merry-making season of the
year. On Christmas Day, we shall find all the world in England
enjoying themselves with all the good cheer which they can
afford. Servants of God, you who have the largest share in the
person of him who was born at Bethlehem, I invite you to the
best of all Christmas fare — to nobler food than makes the table
groan—bread from heaven, food for your spirit. Behold, how rich
and how abundant are the provisions which God has made for the
high festival which he would have his servants keep, not now and
then, but all the days of their lives!"

Wizzard’s well-known Christmas single is currently blaring out in
the shops, "Oh I wish it could be Christmas every dayyy." And for
Christians, says Spurgeon, it is! God wants us to be filled every day with
the Bread of Heaven — the Lord Jesus who came down to earth to bring
everlasting life and satisfaction to all who will receive him. So amidst all
the frenzy of these coming days, be nourished in your soul by Christ’s
extraordinary, undeserved love, forgiveness and friendship. Gorge your-
selves on this “food for your spirit”. All are invited to his banquet. It's
daily and it's free of charge. It won't give you indigestion, or Boxing Day
guilt, and it will fulfil you forever. “Whoever comes to me,” says Jesus,
“will never go hungry” (John 6:35).

Do you know that sensation of feeling satisfied deep down, even
when Christmas dinner is delayed, the family is feuding and things aren't
going according to plan? Or are you more familiar with the sensation of
feeling empty and unsatisfied, even when you're full to bursting after a
perfect Christmas dinner and all the Lindt chocolate balls you can scoff?
God implores us, “Why spend money on what is not bread, and your
labour on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is
good, and you will delight in the richest of fare... Seek the Lord while he
may be found; call on him while he is near” (Isaiah 55).

So whether or not you splurge at Marks & Sparks this month,
please don't take the Christ out of Christmas. Treat yourself to what your
soul is craving most and seek the Lord. After all, this is not just food.
This is “nobler food”. And I invite you to the best of all Christmas fare.
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CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT 15 DEC, 7:36PM

Sing the classics, reflect on the season, enjoy festive refreshments

NATIVITY SERVICE & CHRISTMAS PARTY 22 DEC, 10AM

Kids can come dressed as their favourite nativity character

CHRISTINGLES 24 DEC, 3PM, 4:15PM, 5:36PM
Book your free seats through the St Peter's website

MIDNIGHT COMMUNION 24 DEC, 11:30PM

See in Christmas Day with a chance to pause amid the chaos

CHRISTMAS DAY ALL-AGE CELEBRATION 25 DEC, 10AM

A short, family-friendly Christmas celebration service

EVERYONE IS WELCOME AND ALL EVENTS ARE FREE.
BOOKING IS ONLY REQUIRED FOR CHRISTINGLES.

WWW.STPETERSBRACKLEY.ORG.UK/CHRISTMAS




MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION

Never miss an edition of
yvour favourite parish magazine!
To arrange an annual subscription,

including delivery to your door
(within Brackley)

PHONE MARILYN ON 702634

If you wish to donate to
St Peter’s Church
Our bank details are
Account Name P C C Brackley
Sort code 30-11-08
Account number 00060124

Thank You
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_ Thursday 11t at Brackley Care Home _

Wednesday 10ttt at Juniper House

Wednesday 174 at St. Rumbolds i,f:g
Thursday 18t% at Brackley Fields ¢

All at 2.30 pm

All Singers are welcome 7
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7.30pm on Sunday
CA R O 15t December
CA N D E |_ St Peéfarié:]urch

with mulled wine

N & mince pies

St Peter's
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Come dressed as
your favourite
Nativity
character!

10am Sun 22 Dec
Evervane is welcome to Part of our normal service.

- just turn up! Christmas party for the children while "
take Pﬂrt J P the service cantinues!' smu\cmc\rs




St Peter’s Church, Brackley
ENJOY AN AFTERNOON OF FESTIVE FUN

You will watch some Christmas floral demonstrations
and take away ideas for Christmas table decorations.
You will make a beautiful table centrepiece
to take away and adorn your table this Christmas.

| During the afternoon you can enjoy
L

¥+ aglass of mulled wine and a mince pie.

Please bring secateurs or scissors with you. f
Rﬁ Candles will be supplied. O
If you have a favourite candle (not too thick) d

we will try to incorporate them into your arrangement.

e Saturday Dec 14" 1.30 -3.30

Tickets available from
Sally Hughes on
07925 531465 or

< 01280 700778
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will be called

H the THE GREATEST GIFT
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B\ Luke 1:35 “She will bear a son,
DY {Z ﬁ and shall call his name
Mouse Mﬂkes “For unto you is born ¢ _h_ T— _h
this day or he will save his
ustigeard & S people from their sins.”
lamthe Y __WEJE__ Matthew 1:21
andthe_ _ U__ R {:{

andthe _I___. the R_" “Jesus said, Z$
No one comes to the Father
except through me!”

23> John 14:6

| am the

EMMANUEL » MESSIAH REDEEMER -« KING OF KINGS « WORD
SON OF MAN + EVERLASTING * SHEPHERD « PRIEST * PROPHET » TEACHER
LIGHT « BREAD « VINE * DOOR * LAMB + COUNSELLOR * CHRISTMAS * GIFT

Find the words from the Bible verses too! Dec24 © debora
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Town Garage
(Brackley) Limited
M.O.T. Testing Station on all cars and
Light commercials
Car Body Repairs
Servicing, Repairs, and Weldings
Diagnostics
Tyres and Exhausts

Phone or call in for our Special Offers at}
71 High Street, Brackley
Phone (01280) 702227

Email: deemann2013@gmail.com
www.towngarage-brackley.co.uk

g
NS B UILDERS

RENOVATIONS &
RESTORATIONS

CONVERSIONS & ROOFING
GENERAL BUILDERS

01280 703368

www.abbey-builders.co.uk

J.E.M.S. STATIONERS LTD.

For all your home and office stationery
supplies including computer consumables

Also stockists ol -
Winsor & Newton Artists Materials
Medici, Caspari and Carte Blanche quality
greetings cards

13 MARKET PLACE, BRACKLEY
Tel/Fax 01280 706265

www.jemsstationers.co.uk

(" Edd Frost & Daughters

N %q Family Funeral Directors of Brackley

“‘where caring comes first”
Brackley’s only
Independent Family Funeral Director
Dedicated care and advice

Edd Frost & Daughters

. 24 Hour Service
. Pre-Paid Plans

. Monumental Masonry -

27 Market Place, Brackley, NN13 7AB

SERVICE AND REPAIRS

R. SOMERTON
Brackley 01280 700319

Washing Machines,

Tumble Dryers,
Electric Cookers, New

Appliances supplied & fitted

WESTWORKS, THE PLAYING FIELDS, WESTBURY,
NR. BRACKLEY, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.

For the very best in
Motorcycle Rider Training

Jidertraining.lL.1

Motorcycle Rider Training
at its very best

Tek:0333 1232277

call the team on
01280 706017 or
07770 608199




WE CAN HELP YOU

1" 0N YOUR ENERGY BILLS

—-.ﬁ

WE CAN HELP WITH:

REPLACEMENT PARTS ¥ F r
REGLAZING VLS
DOOR & WINDOW REPAIRS 7 |

EMERGENCY CALL OUTS AVAILABLE!
Call habert Todsy o 4,07368 960466 / 01280308803

ware

Competitive Prices
Comprehensive Stocks
Exceptional Fast Friendly Service _visa_
Comfortable, Clean Reception & Free Coffee

KUMHO TYRES 2n Mon- Fri 8.30am-6pm

Saturday 8.30am-4pm

| 01280 706 030

1 Borough Court , Buckingham Road Industrial Estate
Brackley NN13 7BE
www.tyre-warehouse.co.uk

prore 01280 701919

PUGTOFF

BRACKLEY BASED PEUGEOT & CITROEN SPECIALISTS

Estmte, Brackiey, Morfiaars MN13 7ES

DAN 07979425060

JASON 07921722836
_BRACKLEYGROUNDWORKS @GMAIL.COM

FREE NO OBLIGATION I:III[IT.III'I(IIISl

« PATIOS
+DRIVEWAYS
+FOOTINGS
<DRAINAGE
*TARMAC
<FENCING
& MORE

BRACKLEY GROUNDWORKS & LANDSCAPES

ABComputing

Sales Support Repairs Networking

v Computer, laptop and peripheral sales
v Computer repair and upgrades
v On-site and telephone support
v Data recovery and data transfer
v Virus and spyware removal
v Broadband and wireless setup

AB C P g pr P sarvices for
small businesses and home users in the Brackley
area. We provide a first class service at an
affordable price.

Call Andy Blencowe
01280 840032 or 07815 180969
email andy@abcomputing.net

TastyThymes
Mobile catering direct to your door

Buffets for Special occasions
Canapés & Sandwich Luncheons
Afternoon Teas

Children’s Parties

Menus can be tailored to suit requirements
Minimum order of 12 people.

For further information and menus
Please call Kim on 07966 254215




